FALCONER CENTRAL SCHOOL

DISTRICT
NEWSLETTER
May 2019
Budget Edition
Home of the Golden Falcons
May
6-9

Fenner: Project Know

9

Spring Concert: Grades 912 @ 7:30 p.m.(MS/HS Aud.)

10

Grade 2 Poetry Café 2 p.m.

18

Jr./Sr. Prom

Remember to Vote!
Please vote on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, from
2-8 p.m. in the High School Gym Lobby.

18-19 After Prom

21

Budget Vote: 2-8 p.m.
Spring Concert: Grades 6
@ 6:30 p.m.; Grades 7-8
@ 7:30 p.m. (MS/HS Aud.)
Arts & Academic Festival @
7 p.m. (MS/HS Gym)
Board of Education Meeting
@ 7:30 p.m.

24

Vacation Day (No School)

27

Memorial Day (No School)

June
1

CCMTA Spring All-County
Festival @ Chaut. Inst.

3

NYS Regents Exams

4

Board of Education Meeting
@ 7:30 p.m.

11

Awards Assembly @ 8 a.m.
(HS Aud.)

District Vote


Vote on Budget



Vote on Board of Education Positions

13-15 Senior Trip
14

Gr. 2 Flag Day @ 2 p.m.

17

4th Quarter Ends (MS/HS)

18-25 Regents Exams
18

Board of Education Meeting
@ 7:30 p.m.

24

Baccalaureate @ 7 p.m. (Aud)

26

3rd Trimester Ends (Elem)

27

Commencement @ 7 p.m.
(Reg Lenna)

Voter Qualifications


18 Years of Age



United States Citizen



District Resident (last 30 days)

For additional budget information, recent newsletters, school
calendars, and events please go to www.falconercsd.org.

Superintendent’s Message
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Our District has made considerations over the past several years to provide for the educational and financial stability of
our community. The Board anticipates a 0% Tax Levy increase for the 2019-2020 school year which is very positive
given the continued uncertainty of resources we receive from the state. We have had to work very hard to maintain
staffing and programs without creating harmful cuts to student educational opportunities while living under the
imposed Tax Levy Cap.
The District approved reconstruction project for $22.95 million is rapidly moving forward with Phase I and Phase II
projects in the summer of 2019:
Middle/High School:
Temple Elementary:
 During the months of April and May we will be replacing the
 Relocation and upgrade of the Computer Lab
carpeting and painting the Media Center
 Construction of a new secure entrance
 Continued roof replacement for “out of warranty” sections
 Upgrade of District Camera System and door
entry systems
 Constructing of an all-weather multi-purpose athletic field and 8
lane track
 Upgrade of Public Address System
 New lighting and sound system
 New phone system
 Relocation of bleachers and press box to align with the center of  Upgrade of Fire Alarm System
the field
 Improvement of technology infrastructure
 New scoreboard
(servers, network wiring, communications,
system integration)
 Completion of our newly renovated concession stand
Fenner Elementary:
Bus Garage:
 Driveway and parking repair and remodel
 Construction of a new maintenance bay and
bus lift
 Reconfigure parking and circulation for safer student drop-off
and pick-up
 Chimney repair and masonry work
 Widen current exit to Rt. 394 from 1 lane to 2 lanes
 Asphalt repairs to Student Lot
 Repair asphalt and sidewalks
New York State Aid generated by the project, along with repair reserve money approved during last year’s budget
process, and available balances acquired through prior years’ fiscal balances, will enable the project to be completed
without impacting taxes.
Another matter of great importance that you should be updated on is the intended annexation of the Jamestown Board
of Public Utilities (“BPU”), Dow Street Substation by the City of Jamestown (“City”) and the “BPU” case is now in the
Fourth Department courts. The FCSD, Town of Ellicott and Village of Falconer will be significantly impacted if this
“takeover” is permitted to occur. The District would lose over $153,000 annually, with the combined total for the three
municipalities over $325,000 annually. FCS, the Town of Ellicott and Village of Falconer are coordinating efforts, in
opposition to this annexation attempt by the “BPU” and the “City.” I will update you via School Messenger and our
Website (www.falconercsd.org) when a decision has been reached.
We continue to share services with our neighboring Districts and municipalities that will generate cost savings for all
involved. Our area School District’s consortium continues to provide our District with important savings through
special education, sharing of transportation and distance learning programs. FCS will continue to investigate all areas
of cost savings for our District taxpayers, while still providing the highest quality of education for our students during
an era of increased efficiencies. “We truly believe that our two most important responsibilities are offering our
students excellent educational opportunities while charting a financially sustainable long-term course for our schools.”
In addition to this newsletter, a copy of the budget is available for inspection in each of the Elementary and MS/HS
Offices as well as in the Business Office at 2 East Ave., Falconer, New York 14733. Please remember to attend our
Annual Budget Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 7, at 8 p.m. in the HS Media Center and to vote on Tuesday, May 21,
between 2 and 8 p.m. in the MS/HS Gymnasium Foyer. If you have any additional questions, comments or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at 665-6624 ext. 4 or visit www.falconercsd.org.
Please remember to vote on Tuesday, May 21.
~Mr. Stephen Penhollow, Superintendent
Board of Education
President : Todd Beckerink
Vice President: Tom Frederes
Members:
Gordon Buck
Jennifer Capitano
Robert Carpenter
Tracy Schrader
Jamie Zaranek
Falconer Central School

Administration & Supervision
Superintendent: Stephen Penhollow
School Psychologists: Ashley Krywcun &
High School Principal: Jeffrey Jordan
Ashly Warner
Middle School Principal: Terry English
Business Executive & Purchasing Agent:
Fenner Elementary Principal: Gary Gilbert
Brent Agett
Temple Elementary Principal: Holly Hannon General Maintenance Mechanic: David
Director of Special Education: Julie Possai
Micek
Director of Instruction & Staff Development:
Transportation Supervisor: Scott Peterson
Judith Roach
Coordinator of District Data: Judith Roach
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Board of Education Meet the Candidates
TRACY SCHRADER is a candidate for election to the Board of Education. Mrs. Schrader resides in
Falconer, NY, with her husband, Christopher, and children, Benjamin, age 18, and Addison, age 12. She
received her Associate’s Degree from Jamestown Community College, her Bachelor’s Degree in Special
Education/Elementary Education from Slippery Rock University, and her Master’s Degree in StateCurriculum and Instruction from Fredonia State College. She is employed by Southwestern Central
School where she has been a Special Education Teacher for 23 years and Department Chairperson for 18
of those years. Her interests include traveling with her family and being a spectator at her children’s
multiple sporting events.
“I would like to continue my service on the Board of Education of Falconer School because of my
desire to support the outstanding quality of education and programs in place and help create a
vision for the future. I feel that I bring a unique perspective to the Board as a long-time educator,
that in collaboration with the other talented members of the Board, can work hard for the residents
and students of Falconer.”
MARCELLA CENTI is a candidate for election to the Board of Education. Mrs. Centi resides in the
Falconer School District with her husband, Michael, and their 9-year old daughter Zoie. She earned her
Associate’s Degree from JCC, her Bachelor’s in Elementary Education from Fredonia, and a Master’s
Degree in Childhood Instruction from SUNY Albany. She has spent many years as an Elementary
Teacher in Jamestown but is currently on assignment as an instructional coach with the District. In her
spare time, she most enjoys being with her family doing anything from working around their country
home, gallivanting around town, or just reading a book.
“My purpose for running for the Falconer Board of Education is to continue to help Falconer remain
the nurturing school it has always been. I hope to support our District as we grow to meet the everchanging needs our constantly evolving society will be demanding of future graduates.”
ROBERT CARPENTER is a candidate for reelection to the Board of Education. Mr. Carpenter resides in
Kennedy, NY, with his wife, Debbie, whom he has been married to for 42 years. He has 2 adult children,
Michael and Sarah. Michael and his wife, Shannon Carlberg Carpenter have 2 sons, Laine and Landon.
His daughter Sarah and her husband, Mike, live in Charlotte, NC, and have 2 children, Madison and
Evan. He is a 1966 graduate of Falconer High School and a 1970 graduate of Cornell University with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture. He is currently retired from the dairy industry after operating his
family’s dairy farm for 40 plus years.
“I have 30 plus years on the Falconer School Board and am also serving on the E2CC BOCES Board.
I have had the opportunity to help build and preserve what I believe to be a very strong educational
team in the FCS school system. Over the years, I have witnessed many changes in the educational
needs of today’s students. The Falconer Board of Education is a very diverse and effectively
encompasses all areas of needs…from special education to facility maintenance. It is the job of the
Board of Education to continually do their best to advance the education of our students at an
equitable cost to our taxpayers. One of our biggest challenges includes trying to keep up with the
ever-changing technology. In today’s world it has become much more important to support our staff
as they attempt to meet the challenges of today’s society. Over the years, my main area of abilities
has revolved around finance, construction, and maintenance. I have spent many hours helping
develop the scope of the current 3-phase building project. This 3-phase project includes more
secure entrances in all educational buildings, increased technology capability, rebuilding improved
sport facilities, and regular 20-year roof replacements. I would like to continue on the Board of
Education for one final term to see this project to completion. Thank you for your support.”
Falconer Central School
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2019-2020 Proposed Budget
The 2019/20 Budget will provide the necessary resources for our students to attain the knowledge
required to meet the standards necessary to reach higher education and work goals. The passage of the
New York State budget inclusive of additional State Aid should allow the District to levy a tax equal to
the tax levied in the preceding year.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPONENT
The administrative component of the budget incorporates the fiscal and business operations of the
District along with the direct and indirect supervision of the professional and non-professional staff.

Board of Education
∞BOE development, dues, and materials

Central Administration
∞Superintendent and his secretary's salary, professional
development, dues, and office materials

Adopted Budget
2018-2019

Proposed Budget
2019-2020

28,850

31,421

217,700

225,330

279,494

294,336

82,344

60,377

501,853

416,286

188,330

191,880

552,485

567,326

Business Administration/Central Data Processing
∞Business office salaries (payroll, budgeting, purchasing,
accounts receivable/payable), dues, office materials, claims
auditor and contracts with independent/internal auditors and
tax collector

Staff
∞Legal services, personnel hiring expenses, and public
information (newsletters, web page)

Special Items
∞General liability insurance, employee bonds, and BOCES
administration and rental

Curriculum/Staff Development
∞Curriculum salaries and materials, and instructional staff
development

Supervision
∞Principals' and their secretaries' salaries, dues, professional
development, and office and graduation materials

Falconer Central School
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The District continues to meet its ever-changing student demographic and the budget includes the
addition of an additional Speech Language Pathologist and a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant.
These positions will allow us to provide support to our students at an earlier level and give them the
confidence to achieve.

PROGRAM COMPONENT
The program component of the budget represents the cost of providing an appropriate education to all
of the students of the District.
Adopted Budget
2018-2019

Proposed Budget
2019-2020

6,306,261

6,590,257

2,170,092

2,406,911

560,700

630,000

47,355

42,925

1,069,718

1,124,061

1,135,898

1,338,099

1,113,217

1,132,583

Instruction-Regular
∞Teacher and aide salaries for regular education, educational
conferences, instructional materials, textbooks, and BOCES
instructional services

Instruction—Special Education Programs
∞Teacher and aide salaries for special education, educational
conferences, instructional materials, tuition to other public and
private schools, BOCES tuition and special education services

Instruction—Occupational Education
∞BOCES occupational education services

Instruction—Special Schools
∞Teacher salaries for summer instruction, driver's education
and materials, and BOCES summer school

Instructional Media
∞Librarian, aide, and computer aide salaries, library books, a/
v equipment and materials, computer hardware and software,
and BOCES contractual services and computer hardware
purchases

Pupil Services/Community Service
∞Guidance counselors and their secretaries, nurses,
psychologist and her secretary, and social worker salaries,
and materials for their offices, co-curricular and
interscholastic athletic salaries, and materials and equipment
for their programs, and biennial census

Pupil Transportation
∞Bus driver and mechanic salaries, buses, fuel, bus parts,
transportation vehicle insurance, bus garage utilities,
materials, and contract transport

Falconer Central School
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The District's capital project is in full swing. Bids have been let for Phase's 1 & 2 and the athletic
complex is progressing well. Temple Elementary School's gymnasium floor was completed in the first
capital outlay project last year and the MHS media and fitness center floors are to be completed this
Spring. We are currently developing the scope of the 2019/20 capital outlay project.
Chautauqua County School District's Medical Health Plan is a self-insured consortium of districts
throughout the County that leverages its member numbers to maintain insurance rates at a level below
community rates. Our experience allowed us to set a rate with an increase of 2% over last year's rates.

CAPITAL COMPONENT
The Capital and Undistributed components of the budget are for the operations and maintenance of the
facilities, repayment of existing debt and appropriations that are general in nature and attributable to
the other components in part.
Adopted Budget
2018-2019

Proposed Budget
2019-2020

1,544,682

1,573,360

1,569,769

1,386,307

Adopted Budget
2018-2019

Proposed Budget
2019-2020

5,470,797

5,437,708

295,000

295,000

23,134,545

23,744,167

Central Services
∞Custodial, cleaner, and maintenance salaries, utilities, fire
and maintenance vehicle insurance, contractual services
(garbage disposal, fire alarm maintenance), cleaning and
maintenance supplies, and equipment

Borrowing
∞Bond principal and interest due in the current year for which
bonds are issued

UNDISTRIBUTED
Undistributed/Interfund Transfers
∞Employee benefits (employee and teacher retirement
systems, social security and Medicare, workers'
compensation, life and health insurance, cafeteria plan
administration, and employee assistance plan); and allocation
for a $100,000 capital outlay project

Planned Balance
Totals
Falconer Central School
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School District Budget Notice
Adopted Budget Proposed Budget Contingency Budget
2018-2019
2019-2020 School
2019-20 School
School Year
Year
Year*

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Total Budgeted Amount

$23,134,545

$23,744,167

$23,339,659

$609,622

$205,114

Percentage increase (decrease) in proposed budget

2.57%

0.88%

Change in the consumer price index

2.44%

Increase (decrease) for the 2018-19 school year

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted
Amount

$7,006,464

$7,014,167

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

$0

$0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if
Applicable **

$0

$0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce
Current Year Levy

$0

$0

$7,006,464

$7,014,167

$0

$0

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for
Permissible Exclusions

$7,272,069

$7,283,314

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes,
Excluding Permissible Exclusions and Levy for
Library Debt, Plus Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E-BF+D)

$7,006,464

$7,014,167

$265,605

$269,147

Administrative component

$2,462,309

$2,344,232

$2,339,732

Program component

$17,074,588

$17,901,706

$17,547,198

Capital component

$3,597,648

$3,498,229

$3,452,729

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A+B+C-D)
F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit

I. Difference: (G-H); (Negative Value Requires 60%
Voter Approval - See Note Below Regarding Separate
Propositions) **

$7,006,464

* Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2019-2020 school year, should
the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
Non-aidable equipment may not be included in a contingency budget

**List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total
Budgeted Amount; (Tax Levy associated with educational or
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion
and may affect voter approval requirements.

Description

Amount

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2019-2020 School year
Estimated Basic STAR1 Exemption Savings:

$576

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-2020 by the qualified voters of the Falconer Central School District,
Chautauqua county, New York , will be held at the gymnasium foyer in said district on May 21, 2019, between the
hours of 2 and 8 p.m. prevailing time, in the Middle /High School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by
voting machine.
1

The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Falconer Central School
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Reminders / Announcements

Mission Statement
The Board of Education,
collective staff, and
community of the Falconer
School District are committed
to preparing our children to
be productive members of
society. Through continuous
evaluation and improvement,
this partnership will provide
a quality educational
environment for students to
meet the graduation
requirements.
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You’re Invited…
After-Prom is May 18-19 and our
annual Open House will be on
May 18 from 7 - 8:30 p.m. Stop in
and see the festivities, sign the
wall for our Juniors and Seniors
and enjoy refreshments.
We are still looking for people to
help. Please contact Rosie
Digirolamo in the M.S./H.S.
Nurses’ Office if you can help in
any way or if you have questions.

Alma Mater
Falconer High School here’s to
you best in the land. ‘Neath the
old gold and blue, we will
proudly take our stand. In
classroom study, field, or track
with you dear as our guide, no
honor ever shall you lack. I’ll
win your pride.

Board of Education
Agendas, Additions/
Deletions, & Minutes
To access any of the above
documents, go to:
www.falconerscsd.org
 District Home Page
 Our District
 Board of Education
 Board Meetings 2018-19
 Select what you want
to look at (ex:
Agendas, Additions/
Deletions, or Minutes)
 Click on Meeting Date
Clipart obtained through FCS’
subscription to clipart.com

Falconer Central School

UPK and Kindergarten Screening
UPK Screening

Kindergarten Screening

June 6 & 7

May 22-23

(child must be 4 on or before
December 1, 2019)

(child must be 5 on or before
December 1, 2019)

Call Paul B.D. Temple Elementary to register at
(716) 267-3255.

Reminder to
Parents/
Guardians
Be sure to update your
child’s contact information. This
includes addresses, phone
numbers, email addresses, and
emergency contacts. The
information is vital to ensure the
school can reach you in case of an
emergency.
May 2019 (Budget Edition)

2019-2020 District
Calendar
The 2019-2020 District Calendar
is now available on the District
home page at
www.falconercsd.org.

www.falconercsd.org

